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Pastor s Note

Greetings in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ!

As many of you know, Michelle and | went to see the Phillies on the Wednesday after
Easter. It was the first time we were able to attend a game in a long time, mostly because
of the same reason we all haven’t done things as normal!

There of course were changes. You had to wear a mask in the ballpark unless you were
eating food. We were seated in “pods”, which meant that while our seats were open, the
ones around us were closed with zip ties. They even had a mask around the snout of the
Phillie Phanatic! In between innings, the ushers would come down to the front of each
section, and they would have signs reminding people that masks were required. As a
result of some seats being closed off, there weren’t nearly as many people attending as
would have been normal.

For me, | was having a great time. | was back in the ballpark, one of my favorite places
in the entire world, and we were lucky enough to be there for a Phillies win.

For Michelle, however, this was the first time in quite awhile she was out in public with
people. We have been worshipping in person since before | arrived. Michelle, at that
point, had just had her first service with in person worship on Easter Sunday, and most
people in her congregation still elected to attend online. As such, she was much less
comfortable with the situation than | was, even though we were both vaccinated. She
eventually settled in, but her first reaction was one of hesitation. Should | even be doing
this?

We are now at the point where we are regularly addressing what returning to more and
more of a normal fashion might look like. More and more of us are getting vaccinated.
This month, in May, we will have our first coffee hour in a long time as we celebrate the
confirmation of three intelligent young people. Yes, there will be some alterations
because of the time we are in, but this is yet one more “normal” thing that is being added
back in. Some people may want it to look exactly like it did before. Others may choose
not to attend because they are not ready for such an event yet.

I think as we continue to assess and adjust, we need to think about our faith and what it
urges us to think about.

As Lutherans, we are all about grace. Part of living gracefully is understanding that we
don’t all come from the same train of thought. Part of living gracefully is being patient
when people don’t have the same reaction to something that we do. Carrying out grace
means that we try to be empathetic, which means that we try to think of how someone
could come to a different conclusion than ourselves.
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Pastor’s Note (continued)

So, for those who are growing impatient and want normalcy back now (and we’re all really
here, we just disagree on whether we should do certain things yet): Hang on. Every step is
restoration. It won’t happen in an instant, but slowly and surely, we will get there

For those who are hesitant with what you might feel is moving too fast: Do not feel afraid to
voice your opinion. Your voice is needed, and | believe wholeheartedly that the Holy Spirit
works through all of us, so your voice could be what we need at a certain time.

Grace, patience, and understanding. These are the things that will carry us through.

See you along the Way,
Pastor Brian Beissel
570-516-1787
brianthepastor@gmail.com
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Church Council Updates from the April 2021 Meeting

The Christian Education committee reported three confirmands for 2021. Counﬂl News
Vacation Bible School will be at an outdoor park during the week of August 9 — 13 from 6 pm — 8 pm.

Sunday School will continue on-line until August 22, 2021. The next on-line Sunday School Curriculum will continue
from Sparkhouse and will be “Walking on Water.” In-person Sunday School will begin on that date, pending any new

COVID-19 restrictions.

Coffee socials will resume on May 23. For the current time, they will be held one Sunday per month on a non-
communion Sunday and will include individually wrapped portions and other COVID-19 safety serving precautions.

A new door will be installed for Pastor’s office which includes a window for safety reasons.
New thermostats will be installed to enable more efficient heating.
The cemetery board has started the spring clean-up process.

The property committee fixed the leak in the kitchen area. Council unanimously approved hiring Jamie Miller to add two
additional handicap spaces to the parking lot. Cost will be $5800.

The finance committee is working to develop a draft document of financial policies and processes.
The technology committee is seeking additional help for projects, tech updates, and the website.

Applications are still being accepted for the Stew Zerbe Scholarship for high school seniors. Please return them as soon
as possible.
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May Daily Scripture Readings

May 1- Psalm 22:25-31; Amos 9:7-15;
Mark 4:30-32

May 2- Acts 8:26-40; Psalm 22:25-31; 1
John 4:7-21; John 10:11-18

May 3 — Psalm 80; Isaiah 5:1-7; Galatians
5:16-26

May 4 — Psalm 80; Isaiah 32:9-20; James
3:17-18

May 5- Psalm 80; Isaiah 65:17-25; John
14:18-31

May 6 — Psalm 98; Isaiah 49:5-6; Acts
10:1-34

May 7 — Psalm 98; Isaiah 42:5-9; Acts
10:34-43

May 8 — Psalm 98; Deuteronomy 32:44-47;
Mark 10:42-45

May 9 — Acts 10:44-48; Psalm 98; 1
John 5:1-6; John 15:9-17

May 10 — Psalm 93; Deuteronomy 7:1-11;
1 Timothy 6:11-12

May 11 — Psalm 93; Deuteronomy 11:1-17;
1 Timothy 6:13-16

May 12 — Psalm 93; Deuteronomy 11:18-
21; Mark 16:19-20

May 13- Acts 1:1-11; Psalm 93; Ephesians
1:15-23; John 14:15-21

May 14 — Psalm 47; Exodus 24:15-18;
Revelation 1:9-18

May 15 — Psalm 47; Deuteronomy 34:1-7;
John 16:4-11

May 16 — Acts 1:15-17, 21-26; Psalm 1; 1
John 5:9-13; John 17:6-19

May 17 — Psalm 115; Exodus 28:29-38;
Philippians 1:3-11

May 18 — Psalm 115; Numbers 8:5-22;
Titus 1:1-9

May 19 — Psalm 115; Ezra 9:5-15; John
16:16-24

May 20 — Psalm 33:12-22; Genesis 2:4b-7;
1 Corinthians 15:42b-49

May 21- Psalm 33:12-22; Job 37:1-13; 1
Corinthians 15:50-57

May 22- Psalm 33:12-22; Exodus 15:6-11;
John 7:37-39

May 23 — Acts 2:1-21; Psalm 104:24-34,
35b; Romans 8:22-27; John 15:26-27,
16:4b-15

May 24 — Psalm 104:24-34, 35b; Joel
2:18-29; 1 Corinthians 12:4-11

May 25- Psalm 104:24-34, 35b; Genesis
11:1-9; 1 Corinthians 12:12-27

May 26- Psalm 104:24-34, 35b; Ezekiel
37:1-14; John 20:19-23

May 27 — Psalm 29; Isaiah 1:1-4, 16-20;
Romans 8:1-8

May 28— Psalm 29; Isaiah 2:1-5; Romans
8:9-11

May 29- Psalm 29; Isaiah 5:15-24; John
15:18-20, 26-27

May 30- Isaiah 6:1-8; Psalm 29; Romans
8:12-17; John 3:1-17

May 31 — Psalm 20; Numbers 9:15-23;
Revelation 4:1-8

St. Peter’s Evangelical
Lutheran Church

Saturday Service
Schedule

Holy Communion 2"
Saturday of the month

6:00 pm

Sunday Schedule
Worship Service

9:00 am
Holy Communion
lst & 3rd

Sundays of the month

Sunday School

Online
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St. Peter’s Mission
Statement

"We, the members of St.
Peter's Evangelical
Lutheran Church, blessed
by God's grace in Word
and Sacrament, and
desiring to fulfill God's call
to minister and witness to
the world, commit
ourselves to a mission
which includes:
Meaningful worship;
Enthusiastic Christian
Education programming;
Active witnessing to our
Christian faith; Dedicated
service; and Responsible
support of the programs
and financial concerns of
the church.”
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Sponsorships Available

Altar Flowers are available for May 2, 9, 16, 23 — cost is $20
Chancel Flowers are available for May 2, 9, 16, 23— cost is $20
Bulletins are available for May 2, 16, 23 — cost is $15

Sanctuary Candle is available for August — cost is $35
Candle Oil is available for August — cost is $15
Newsletter is available for August — cost is $40

Call the church office for availability or sign the charts in the hallway.

: The May Newsletter is sponsored to the Glory of God in honor of our grandchildren by

|

|

i Dave and Jean Herring. i
|

: The May Candle Oil is sponsored to the Glory of God in memory of Debra Keefer by !

i Tina, Bessie, and Chuck Keefer. !

The May Sanctuary Candle is sponsored to the Glory of God in memory of Henry
Koenig by John, Kim and John Henry Schroeder.

Church Finances - End of March 2021

March General Income: $14,736.00 March General Expenses: $13,914.97
Checking Balances Savings Accounts
General Fund Undesignated Savings $55,771.15
$20,472.09 Designated Stew Zerbe
Memorial Scholarship Fund $2,125.00
Memorial Fund Total $57,896.15
$13,537.10

Youth Ministry Fund
$17,284.26

Capital Improvement Fund
a. Parsonage Improvements $1,886.28

b. Video/Audio $744.40
c. Designated Prepaid Fuel $2,369.09
d. Designated Fellowship $4,848.37

e. Undesignated Cap.Improv.  $15,385.60
Total $25,233.74

YTD Contributions Total $ 51,011.00
Includes the following funds:

General, Lent/Easter, Youth Ministry, Plate, Pre-Buy Oil, Benevolence, Memorial, Building,
Capital Imp, World Hunger, Hall Rental, Sunday School, Flowers, Initial Offering, Weekday
Church School, Hunger Food Table, VBS, Bulletins, Communion, Newsletter, Stew Zerbe
Memorial, Endowment, Needy Fund, Candle Qil, Souper Bowl of Caring, Christmas Eve,
Christmas Baskets, Sanctuary Light, Disaster Relief, Pentecost/Ascension, Harvest Home,
Reformation, Thanksgiving, Luncheon, Fellowship, Video/Audio and 200th Anniversary
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Mutual Ministry w»
Committee SB.II_BIBEY
Steve Hikes
Lindsey Zimmerman " rr—
Tammy Hikes
Todd Tice

Vernon Strouphauer
Tammy Lengel

Online Sunday School Schedule

i
\
\
:
: May 9 Art/crafts
- May 16
: May 23 Pentecost
May 30 Cooking
~June 6 Drama
: June 13 Science
June 20
- June 27 Video
i July 4 Closing

Watch the Weekly

Worship Services on
Facebook Live

om

Digital Technology

Bible Skills and Games

Bible Journaling will be meeting in-
person on May 18" at 7:00 pm. If you
are interested, please contact Angie
Brown.

Walking on Water

Joel and Amy Miller
Jodi Derr

Pastor Brian

|

|

|

|

]

|

]

|

|

1
Justine Tice, Andrea Knoll :
Stephen Hikes, Brenda Ferrebee
Alethea Wessner, Gwen Moyer :
Pastor Bob & Nan Hoenich :
Jodi Derr
]

|

Pastor Brian

Office Hours

Tuesday — Thursday

2:30 pm —4:30 pm
570-345-3306

St. Peter’s Parish Secretary
LeAnn Reightler

If you need to communicate a message or
share information when LeAnn is not in
the office, please call and leave a message
for her. LeAnn will return your call the
next business day when she is in the
office.

Adult Bible Study is held
every Monday at 10:00
am in-person and on
Zoom. For more
information, please
contact Pastor Beissel.

Memorial Day
Remembrance
Program

Sunday, May 30
10:00 am

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

: On the cemetery
I across the street from
: the church
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
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You are a child of
God, you are
wonderfu“y made,
o|eo|r|y loved and
precious in his
sight. -Psalm 139
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J ests' hands
healed many people

FOLLOW US ON
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Kid’s Zone
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Memorials and Gifts. .. To the Glory of God

Memorial Fund General Fund

$50 in memory of cousin Norman Kreiser by~ $50 in memory of Ed and Annabelle )
Kay Potts Kreiser by Ed and Jean Kreiser Baptism
$25 in memory of Gladys Luckenbill by Kay ~ $50 in memory of Norm Kreiser by Ed , n
Potts and Jean Kreiser April 11t

$50 in memory of Terry Ditzler by Ed
and Jean Kreiser Avaree Renee

Potts :
. . Maidenford, daughter
i i $100 in memory of Norm and Alice P
$25 in memory of Terry Ditzler by Kay Potts Zimmerman by daughter Pat of Chad and Tiffany

$100 in memory of parents Arthur and Emma Zimmerman Maidenford
Potts by Kay Potts

$25 in memory of Gladys Luckenbill by

$25 in memory of Thelma Lengel by Kay

$100 in memory of loved ones for Easter
by Kenny and Betty Bressler

Arlene Knoll
. . $100 in memory of Terry Ditzler by wife
$25 in memory of Terry Ditzler by Arlene Nancy y y y May Jesus who Loved all
noll $100 in memory of Sterling and Mary Sridven Biecs your
. . reclous Litte one with his
Video/Audio Fund Jane Stauffer, Wayne Stauffer, and Todd i et ovnce o tnic
$100 in memory of loved ones for Easter by Shadle by Brenda and Shannon Shadle ) -
. ) . special day and always.
Glenn and Doris Moyer Stew Zerbe Memorial Scholarship
Pre-Buy Oil Fund Fund
$20 in memory of Terry Ditzler by John, Kim ~ $100 in memory of loved ones for Easter
and John Henry Schroeder by Steve and Beverly Morgan
$20 in memory of Mary Jane Hindman by Youth Ministry Fund
John, Kim and John Henry Schroeder $100 in memory of Garry Moyer by Ben

$25 in honor of Shirley Koenig for Mother’s Moyer

Day by John, Kim and John Henry Schroeder

Publishin
Deadlines

If you want to publish
something in the
Sunday bulletin or the
monthly newsletter,
please submit your
information by the
following deadlines:

AYS
OGIVE

0% B

ONUNE IN-PERSON SWARTGIVING

Ushers

The bulletin deadline is
Wednesday afternoon
at 2:00 pm.

The June newsletter
deadline is Monday,
May 17", This is
necessary to allow time
to lay out the publica-
tion.

| |

| |

. ! Lay Readers !
To Learn More, Click i i
; . : Communion :
con or visit i Assistants i

y : [ [

St. Peter’s Website I Ifinterested, please i
: contact Justin :
| |
| |

Strouphauer



https://www.stpeterslutheranpinegrove.org/online-giving
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Resource Links

ELCA
https://www.elca.org/

NEPA Synod
http://nepasynod.org/

Schuylkill Mission District
http://lutheransalive.org

Grief Share Group

If you yourself or someone
you know has experienced
loss of a family member or
friend, recently or not so
recently, we will be
offering a Grief Share
program at St.

Peter’s. This is a group
that forms to work through
the grief process using
scripture, and will meet on
Sundays from 7 -9 pm
beginning in May

16"™. This will also be open
to members of the
community.

To register, please speak
with Nancy Reichelt, who
we thank for leading this
group. You can also
register online on
www.griefshare.org.

Please Visit

St. Peter’s Webpage at:

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS
Those who are hospitalized, recuperating, ill, or in any need, especially:

Ronald Hepler Sr. Dr. Bob Yost Suzi Hall
Charles Keefer Jr. Laine Mack Kay Potts
Lindsey Strouphauer John Kimber Stortz Mary Shive

Shirley Lengel Deb Blanton
y 9 3 ' 4‘.:
s L\
From now on, Remember in Your Prayers and the weekly bulletin prayer list will have the
identical list of names. We are going to be eliminating names from the newsletter prayers
and the bulletin list after one month. If a name is desired to be moved to the prayer circle
list, please speak with Nan Hoenich or contact the church office after it’s removed from

the newsletter/bulletin list and then it will be added to the prayer circle only. You can
contact Nan at (570)345-8706 or the church office at (570)345-3306.

stpeterslutheranpinegrove.org

May Ministry Meetings

May 3 Worship and Music Committee 11:00 am
May 3 Endowment Committee 7:00 pm
May 6 Safe Haven 6:30 pm
May 11 Evangelism Committee 6:30 pm
May 13 Church Council 7:00 pm
May 16 Christian Education Committee and 10:00 am

Sunday School Staff

Next evening worship with
Holy Communion, led by
Pastor Beissel,
will be held on Saturday,
May 8, at 6:00 pm.



http://www.stpeterslutheranpinegrove.org/
https://www.elca.org/
http://nepasynod.org/
http://www.lutheransalive.org/
http://www.lutheransalive.org/
http://www.griefshare.org/
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Drive — T hhr-a
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Beautiful weather with just a bit of wind to make the day interesting sanctified us at the annual egg hunt this
year. We had 30 cars including 63 children attend the drive-thru egg hunt on Saturday, April 3. The bunny was
present for waves and a few pictures. Each child received a bag of treats and additional snacks, a coloring page

with blessings, and a quick halt to hunt a few Easter eggs. Thank you to all the volunteers that made this event
possible for the children of our church and community.



https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https://live-lexingtoncommunitycalendar.time.ly/event/drive-thru-easter-egg-hunt/&psig=AOvVaw2p6tRaCaGQanSwRFcUZHtd&ust=1618331216983000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCICD1d-P-e8CFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
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By Erin Strybis www.livinglutheran.org

It's Sunday afternoon, and my son, Jack, and | have arrived at the woods for what | call “nature church.”
Once a month, we put on hiking shoes and visit a forest preserve to witness the beauty of God’s creation.
Brown leaves carpet the earth and barren branches scrape against an opaque sky—today creation looks
a little haunted.

“Look at all that water!” | say, shaking my head and pointing to the fat puddles obscuring our path. “Maybe
we should go home?”

“No!” Jack shouts, barreling through the damp underbrush. “This way, Mommy.”

We plunge into the woods, and puddles greet us at every turn. Jack isn’t discouraged. He twists and
weaves and gallops onward, all the while calling, “Follow me!”

I’'m trying to teach my son how to notice the Spirit in nature, but the lack of sun and the stinging wind make
me think that the Spirit has actually settled indoors with a book and a hot beverage, and perhaps we
should too.

Now Jack is climbing over a fallen tree and urging me to do the same. A patch of emerald green catches
my eye, and | wave him back to admire it. He leans in close, strokes the moss with his hand and remarks,
“Whoa, this is cool.”

I smile. “Isn’t it nice to see a touch of color? But you have to slow down to appreciate it, you know,” | say.

Poet Mary Oliver wrote: “Listen, maybe such devotion in which one holds the world in the clasp of
attention isn’t the perfect prayer, but it must be close.” As Jack and | huddle together, heads bent to the
moss, | realize we’ve adopted a posture of prayer. | want to tell him this moss is evidence of God’s
handiwork, but he is already ambling toward a giant hill. He is growing so fast, just as they said he would,
and | wonder if he is taking in any of this. Have | said enough about God? Will he remember this practice?

When Jack reaches the hilltop, he bellows, “Look at me, Mommy!” | raise my eyes and catch my breath.
Amber sunlight engulfs his face, and the surrounding leaves look like a pool of copper pennies. My son
whips down to the bottom, giggling with delight. “Your turn!” he says.

“Oh, | don’t know about that,” | answer, still shaken by the transformation. This is what | need to pay
attention to: my shining son, the leaves, his laughter, the gift of this day. Surely the Spirit is here.

“Follow me, Mommy,” Jack says, grabbing my hand and tugging me to the hill. So, | do.

Practices

e Nature walk: With your children, hunt for beauty in the natural world. Point out what inspires awe
and allow yourself to be surprised by what they show you.

e Picnic devotional: Enjoy a family picnic in your backyard or at a nearby park. Bring along your
favorite prayer, spiritual poem and/or Bible story to enjoy with your meal.


https://www.livinglutheran.org/author/erin-strybis/
http://www.livinglutheran.org/
https://www.livinglutheran.org/2020/08/stewards-of-creation/
https://www.livinglutheran.org/2020/08/stewards-of-creation/
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Easter Food Baskets

This year, we were able to provide Easter dinner with a few extras to 13 families within our community due to the
plentiful donations from the congregation of St. Peter’s. Each family received a ham and all the “fixings” for a delicious
meal. We are thankful to be able to give and share this love and generosity to families in need during the holiday
seasons.

DRIVE-IN MOVIE

The Youth Ministry committee will be playing MOANA at the church “drive-in theatre” on Saturday, May
8" beginning at 7:30 pm. We will be having a themed event!

Food, individually wrapped snacks, popcorn and drinks will be provided free of
charge to all who attend. This event is open to the community. Drive in and have
fun!
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MAY 2021 MINISTRIES OF WORSHIP

If you cannot fulfill your assignment and you can’t find someone to substitute, please contact the church office at 570-
345-3306 or email stpeters312@verizon.net.

May 2 (Communion)

Lay Reader: Justin Strouphauer

Ushers: Dennis and Gail Adams

Communion Assistants: June Reed, Blaine Morgan, Lillie Morgan
Acolytes: Hannah Gilbert, Sophia Wessner

Altar Guild: Gail Adams, Gary and Thelma Adams

Council Greeter: Dennis Adams

Counters: Todd Tice, Pat Williams, Justin Strouphauer

May 9
Lay Reader: Pastor Bob Hoenich

Usher: Tina Hippert

Acolytes: Shea and Isla Moyer

Altar Guild: Donna Stokes

Council Greeter: Missy Witherow

Counters: Marty Beck, Angie Brown, Randy Knoll, Vernon Strouphauer

May 16 (Communion)

Lay Reader: Brenda Ferrebee

Usher: Gary Adams

Communion Assistants: Brenda Ferrebee, Stephen Hikes, Nancy Reichelt
Acolytes: Ava Legarht, Hannah Gilbert

Altar Guild: Jodi Derr, Donna Zerbe

Council Greeter: Justin Strouphauer

Counters: Gary Adams, Dennis Adams, Donna Zerbe

May 23(Communion) (Pentecost Sunday) (Confirmation)

Lay Reader: Donna Stokes

Usher: June Reed

Communion Assistants: Justin Strouphauer, Bill Siegel, June Reed
Acolytes: Jocelyn Hikes, Arisa Koehler

Altar Guild: Gail Adams

Council Greeter:

Counters: Bill Siegel, Brenda Ferrebee, Missy Witherow, Lillie Morgan

May 30 (The Holy Trinity)

Lay Reader: Stephen Hikes

Usher: Bill Siegel

Acolytes: Sophia and Calista Wessner

Altar Guild: Alethea Wessner

Council Greeter:

Counters: Todd Tice, Pat Williams, Justin Strouphauer
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
9:00 am Holy Communion | 10:00 am Adult 10:00 am 6:00 pm Evening
10:30 am Sunday School - Bible Study Knitting Group Worship Service
. 11:00 am i
online Worship and 6:30 pm Safe it HOIY
6:00 pm Confirmation . P Haven Communion
Music Comm. .
Class . Committee
Meeting .
Meeting
7:00 pm
Endowment
Fund Comm. Mtg
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
9:00 am Worship Service 10:00 am Adult 6:30 pm 10:00 am
10:30 am Sunday School- | Bible Study Evangelism Knitting Group
online Comr.nlttee 7:00 pm Church
6:00 pm Confirmation Meeting Council Meeting
Class
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
9:00 am Holy Communion | 10:00 am Adult 7:00 pm Bible 10:00 am
10:00 am Christian Bible Study Journaling Knitting Group
Education & Sunday
School Staff Meeting
10:30 am Sunday School-
online
7:00 pm Grief Share
23 25 27 28 29

9:00 am Worship Service

10:30 am Sunday School-
online

7:00 pm Grief Share

30
9:00 am Worship Service

10:00 am Memorial Day
Remembrance Program

10:30 am Sunday
School- online

7:00 pm Grief Share

10:00 am Adult
Bible Study

31

10:00 am

Knitting Group
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